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 Spring has sprung and outdoor planting has begun.  Don’t 

over-fertilize!  Besides being bad for the health of the lawn and/or flow-

ers, over-applied fertilizers run off a yard into the street and down storm drains 

and nearby streams when it rains or when water from garden hoses and sprin-
klers flow over the yard.  In most places, anything that goes down a storm drain 

flows directly (without treatment) into local streams and wetlands.  Once they 

accumulate in a stream, fertilizers stimulate harmful plant and al-

gae growth which decreases the dissolved oxygen content in the 

stream, potentially killing aquatic life.  The polluted water eventu-

ally reaches the main water supply, and the treatment process 

cost increases.  Whenever possible, use natural organic material, 

such as compost, with natural levels of nutrients, and work it into 

the soil by tilling.  Read the fertilizer label and follow the instructions.   

  More may be better for ice cream, but more is not better when it comes to fertilizers. 

Whose responsibility is that stormwater structure on my 

property? 

Most people probably aren’t aware of this, but stormwater structures com-

pletely located on private property are the responsibility of the property 

owner.  When you purchase a home, whatever drainage structures are in place 

on or across the property - no matter whether the builder or the previous 

owner of the property installed them - you take on the responsibility for their 

maintenance.  This means ensuring that debris, yard clippings, fallen trees, etc., 

do not block, clog, or otherwise impede any pipe or outlet on your property.  

Driveway pipe maintenance is also the responsibility of the home owner.  

Current Outdoor Watering Restrictions 

The current watering restrictions are required by 

State law and adopted by the General Assembly in 

recognition of an “imminent need to create a cul-

ture of water conservation in the State of Georgia.”  

The restrictions allow daily outdoor watering for 

purposes of planting, growing, managing, or main-

taining ground cover, trees, shrubs, or other plants 

only between the hours of 4 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.  

Outdoor water use for any purposes other than watering of plants, such as 

power washing or washing cars, is still restricted to the current odd/even 

watering schedule but with no restriction to the time of day. 

   Odd-numbered addresses can water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sun-

days. 

   Even-numbered addresses are allowed to water on Mondays, Wednes-

days and Saturdays.  

CONTINUED ON REVERSE SIDE. 
Riverkeeper Award 

On March 8th, WSA received a 

“Best in Class” award from the 

Upper Chattahoochee 

Riverkeeper organization, an 

environmental advocacy or-

ganization established in 1994 

to protect and restore the Chat-

tahoochee River, its lakes and 

tributaries.  

   Continued on Reverse Side 

Noteworthy Drops 

Recreational Complex 

The Dog River Recreational 

Complex opened for the new 

season on March 1st.  Season 

Passes may be purchased at 

WSA’s Administration Office.  

For more details, please visit 

our website. 

Is the water 

from a garden 

hose safe to 

drink? 

The water that goes into your 

hose is safe; however, the sub-

stances used in some garden 

hoses to keep them flexible can 

leach into the water as it passes 

through the hose and may not 

be good for you or for your 

pets.  Some garden hoses come 

with a printed warning that it’s 

not safe to drink from them.  

Some are labeled “drink-safe” 

or “safe for potable water”.  

Any garden hose, though, has 

the potential to grow bacteria 

whether or not the water is 

drained after each use.  If the 

hose was used to mix and spray 

chemicals or placed down in a 

bucket of soapy water or other 

chemicals, drinking from the 

hose could also be harmful.  

TO CONTACT WSA: 

(770) 949-7617 

(770) 949-8669 fax 

www.ddcwsa.com 
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 Current Outdoor Watering Restrictions  (continued from front) 

Protection Division of the Depart-

ment to provide reclaimed wastewa-

ter; 

     5.  Irrigation of personal food 

gardens; 

     6.  Irrigation of new and re-

planted plant, seed, or turf in land-

scapes, golf courses, or sports turf 

fields during installation and for a 

period of 30 days immediately fol-

lowing the date of installation; 

     7.  Drip irrigation or irrigation 

using soaker hoses; 

     8.  Handwatering with a hose with 

automatic cutoff or handheld con-

tainer; 

     9.  Use of water withdrawn from 

private water wells or surface water 

by an owner or operator of prop-

erty if such well or surface water is 

on said property; 

   10.  Irrigation of horticultural 

crops held for sale, resale, or instal-

lation; 

   11.  Irrigation of athletic fields, 

golf courses, or public turf grass 

recreational areas; 

   12.  Installation, maintenance, or 

calibration of irrigation systems; or 

   13.  Hydroseeding. 

 

If you have any questions,  please 

visit Find It Fast Watering Restric-

tions  found on our website home-

page, or call Customer Service at 

(770) 949-7617. 

The following outdoor water uses 

are allowed daily at any time of day 

by anyone: 

     1.  Commercial agricultural op-

erations as defined in O.C.G.A. §1-3

-3; 

     2.  Capture and reuse of cooling 

system condensate or stormwater in 

compliance with applicable local 

ordinances and state guidelines; 

     3.  Reuse of gray water in com-

pliance with O.C.G.A. §31-3-5.2 

and applicable local board of health 

regulations adopted pursuant 

thereto; 

     4.  Use of reclaimed wastewater 

by a designated user from a system 

permitted by the Environmental 

“State-of-the-Art” water meters are coming. 

The Water Line newsletter in your February bill introduced you to a new 

component of WSA’s water conservation program, the upcoming installa-

tion of new “state-of-the-art” water meters commonly known as “smart” 

meters. WSA staff members are currently involved in all the details, plans, 

meeting with the meter providers, and training WSA employees who will be 

installing the meters, all in an effort to ensure the project goes as smoothly 

as possible from beginning to end. The target date to install the first meter is 

July 1st. The smart meters will replace all residential water meters, most of 

which are over 15 years old. New technology will make it possible for your 

meter to be read from one central location, eliminating a meter reader driv-

ing from home to home. Currently, sometimes more than a month and a lot 

of wasted water goes by before a water leak is identified. The smart meter 

will give us the ability in some cases to catch problems before the customer 

is aware they have one. Watch for project information coming to our web-

site, including Frequently Asked Questions. We will post current details as 

the project progresses, along with the latest area of the county to receive the 

meter. In the meantime, please call Customer Service with any questions. 

When the 9 toilets in WSA’s Administra-

tion Building were replaced with high effi-

ciency toilets, the water use in that build-

ing was cut in half.  For those customers 

also on sewer service, this type savings 

could be especially great.  Has your 

church or business looked into the rebate 

program as a cost-savings measure?  Each 

flush could be using between 3.5 and 7 gal-

lons of water as opposed to the 1.28 to 1.5 

gallons a replacement toilet would use.  

Homeowners, churches, businesses, and 

apartment complexes who haven’t taken 

advantage of the toilet rebates now have 

through June 30, 2011 to apply.  Details 

can be found on our website. 

Toilet Rebate Program ends June 30th 

The award ceremony was part of a press conference announc-
ing the Riverkeeper’s release of a report, “Filling the Water 
Gap: Conservation Successes and Missed Opportunities in 
Metro Atlanta”. The award was presented for WSA’s efforts to 
protect the Dog River Basin watershed where the county’s 
drinking water supply is located. As a result of those protection 
efforts, the state has been able to remove five county stream seg-
ments from the state’s listing of impaired waters. In 2006, 
WSA’s Executive Director won the River Steward Award from 
the Riverkeeper for his dedication and determination in pro-
tecting the environment.  The award had previously only been 
presented to an entity rather than to an individual.  

A convenience fee has been 

added.  To help cover the cost of  

monthly banking fees in excess of 

$12,000 per month for processing 

credit/debit card transactions, on April 

1st WSA, unfortunately, began charging 

a convenience fee of $2.50 on all 

credit/debit card transactions.  

Riverkeeper Award (continued from front) 

WATCH FOR WSA’s ANNUAL WATER 

QUALITY REPORT TO THE GEORGIA ENVI-

RONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION (EPD) 

COMING IN YOUR JUNE INVOICE. THE RE-

PORT PROVIDES A DETAILED ACCOUNTING 

OF MONITORING DATA GATHERED FROM 

WATER-QUALITY TESTING DURING 2010. 


